	Stage 5 (Year 9) The Making of the Modern World

	Depth Study 3 Australians at War: World Wars I and II (1914-1918, 1939-1945) 

	The making of the modern world from 1750 to 1918. It was a period of industrialisation and rapid change in the ways people lived, worked and thought. It was an era of nationalism and imperialism, and the colonisation of Australia was part of the expansion of European power. The period culminated in World War I (1914 - 1918) and World War II (1939 - 1945)

	Topic: 
	World War I – The Western Front	

	Key inquiry question:
	What is the significance of World War I?

	Content

	An overview of the causes of the war, why men enlisted and where Australians fought (ACDSEH021, ACDSEH095, ACDSEH024)
Students:
locate and sequence the places where Australians fought
The scope and nature of warfare (ACDSEH095, ACDESH107)
Students:
describe the nature of warfare during the Gallipoli campaign
Impact of the wars on Australia (ACDSEH096, ACDSEH109)
Students:
outline the Australian governments’ control on the home for each of the following:
conscription
use of government propaganda
changing roles of women

	Student learning activity

	Source 1: Excerpt from diary of Ernest de Mouncy 1917-1918

De Mouncy diary, 1917-1918 / Ernest de Mouncy Digital Order Number: a3039001
http://www.acmssearch.sl.nsw.gov.au/search/itemDetailPaged.cgi?itemID=422399



	Transcript: De Mouncy diary, 1917-1918 / Ernest de Mouncy, MLMSS 1839

At present I am enjoying fairly good health although of course like the majority I went through a bad time in France. You cannot without being there realize the awfulness of it all & I can hardly realize it yet that I am really homeward bound. How on earth anyone gets out of it I cannot understand. It is one continuous roar of guns and big ones at that. At first you take no notice of their bursting overhead & all round but after a time, when you have seen fellows falling all about & you get blown up once or twice then you become to get a bit windy(1). In civilian life the thought of a broken limb would be something awful but it’s very common in the lines to hear the men wish for a loss of an arm or leg if a fellow gets a leg or arm shattered he is looked on by his mates as a very lucky beggar and they congratulate him, and regret it is not themselves who got it. 

I do wish it were all over for all the boys’ sake.....

I was evacuated from the firing line on the 1st of June from a very hot shop (2) called Villas Brecneaux(3), I amongst 800 were gassed(4) some of them very badly indeed. I being more fortunate was not so badly burned. Fritz(5)  put over gas shells for 17 hours in a sector of ½ mile by a ¼, it was hot(6) I can assure you. Although that was pretty warm we experienced a much hotter day on the 5th August April when he put over terribly heavy high explosive shells for nearly 24 hours. They fell just like hail and yet strange to say although there were a great number of casualties a good number of us escaped without a scratch.

They were falling & bursting all round us dozens to the second & the country round about the day before which showed no signs of shell holes, after the barrage you could not take a step without walking into one. Horses and men lying all around for some distance, it was a fearful sight time....

Whilst at Laverville about the 29th March I got a bit of shell shock(7). He(8) had been shelling as usual blew in the side of a room with a 5.9(9)  where 5 of our men were sitting without injuring one of them. I was near a big building when over came a beauty landing just near me. Brought the whole structure down about my ears and burying me amongst the debris. I got such a shock I did not recover for a couple of weeks, and the 5th April stunt (10)  did not improve things. 

I was in hospital six weeks in France & having been marked unfit for further service was evacuated to England where I arrived on the 1st of August.

(1) Slang term for frightened.
(2) ‘Hot shop’ is slang for an area of fierce fighting.
(3) De Mouncy has spelled this place name incorrectly. We know it as Villers-Bretonneux, where over 1200 Australians were killed.
(4) Poison gas was used on the battlefield by both sides. This was probably mustard gas which causes blistering on contact with the skin and in the lungs if inhaled.
(5) Slang term for the Germans.
(6) ‘Hot’ and ‘warm’ are used as slang terms here, meaning the action was fierce or dangerous.
(7) A psychologically traumatised state of nervous reaction caused by intense bombardment or fighting.
(8) The Germans
(9) A 5.9 inch explosive shell, also called a ‘crump’. Allied soldiers called the end of the war ‘the last crump'.
(10) The bombardment of high explosive shells mentioned before.




	Source 2: From a retrospective account written before 1920 by Private John James Brewster. This section discusses a successful attack by the Australian 56th Battalion (1) in 1917 on a German trench.

As the conditions were made more clear with closer association, even the most thoughtless amongst the men were forced to wonder how they had succeeded in carrying the position. Why! only one of the Machine Guns commanding that gate could have piled the dead almost as high as a hill without letting one single man through! ...

The only conclusion arrived at was that the attack was such a thoroughly complete surprise that all the Huns (2) had received such a bad shock to their "nerves" that they neither could hold either Machine Guns or Rifles steady & their aiming must have been ‘hellishly’ high in the air.

One steady Machine Gunner should have swept that battalion out of existence but even if they had waited till the advancing men had reached the wire the latter could have all been shot like rats in a trap.

(1) A Battalion normally consists of a complement of 900 to 1000 soldiers.
(2) Another slang term for Germans
SLNSW catalogue  record http://www.acmssearch.sl.nsw.gov.au/search/itemDetailPaged.cgi?itemID=423201
Transcript available online: http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/_transcript/2012/D12335/a3265.htm





	Source 3: Extract from Archibald Barwick diary, 7 November 1916-2 January 1917
[image: http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/_DAMl/image/22/156/a2555001r.jpg]
Archibald Barwick diary, 7 November 1916-2 January 1917 Digital Order Number: a2555001
http://www.acmssearch.sl.nsw.gov.au/search/itemDetailPaged.cgi?itemID=844525

	Transcript: Archibald Barwick diary, 7 November 1916-2 January 1917/Archibald Barwick, MLMSS 1493/Box 1/Item 7

The other day one of our chaps asked his officer if he could ‘fall out’ (1) for a while the officer said yes, about ½ an hour afterwards they went to look for him and found him dead. Frozen to death they reckon, the Doctor reckons he must have been pretty low in health and had not sufficient vitality to fight it off, so he just laid down and died ..., but I’ll bet before the winter is over there will be many a similar case for I know myself once you get to a certain state you don’t give a curse what comes or goes and you feel quite comfortable but you have not the energy to stir.

This evening the Doctor lectured all N.C.O.s(2)  on ‘trench feet’ and how to prevent it among your men, ‘trench feet’ is a very serious thing, your feet swell up to an enormous size and you can't walk, this is caused by several things, such as boots too tight, poor circulation of the blood caused by over fatigue, no hot meals, wet feet and on top of all this the freezing cold, it also affects your hands in the same way, how to combat this is every officers and N.C.O.'s duty and the platoon Sergeant has to see that every man in his charge changes his socks as often as possible, takes off his boots at every opportunity, and rub their feet briskly, we also have to see that every man uses the ‘whale oil’ which is supplied to us and rubs it
well into their feet, this whale oil is a very fine thing, though it is inclined to make your feet soft for marching, by this you can see the Sergeants have no easy time while in the trenches for this is only one of the things we have to look to.....

Spent the greater part of my time today helping the Tommies(3)  out with their bogged teams (4),  they are absolutely no class for the Australians as far as horses go, as soon as ever a Tommy gets stuck the first thing he does is to lay into his horses for all he is worth and in 9 cases out of 10 it is over the horses head that he brings his whip. I don’t like skiting(5) but I think I opened a few of their eyes today as far as handling horses and bogged teams go.

I saw a fine piece of horsemanship this afternoon on the part of a few Australians, they had a couple of G.S. wagons (6)  heavily laden with corn and chaff for some of the horses just here and they had to come through some of the awfullest ground imaginable, up to the mules’ shoulders and the body of the wagon was dragging on the mud, they hitched 22 mules up and dragged the wagons out one at a time, even then they could only move a few feet at a time if they had been Tommies I’ll guarantee they would have been there till the end of the war.

(1) Have a rest
(2) Non-commissioned officers
(3) British soldiers
(4) Teams of horses/mules used to haul transport wagons.
(5) Boasting
(6) A General Service transport wagon




	Source 4: Bapaume Town Hall, France
[image: http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/_DAMl/image/10/149/a1794048r.jpg]
48. Memorial to fallen soldiers of 1870-71 outside Bapaume Digital Order Number: a1794048
http://www.acmssearch.sl.nsw.gov.au/search/itemDetailPaged.cgi?itemID=69890
	The text says, ‘I drew this from my motor [car] while waiting in the town. Two days after it went up [in an explosion], a time delayed mine [left by the Germans] went off burying 25 Australians, all MPs (military police) I think also 2 French deputies who had come up to straighten up civil affairs. Next time I passed it was a huge heap of bricks – they tried to dig out the bodies but the mess was too big.’








18 | State Library of New South Wales: NSW Syllabus for the Australian Curriculum – History (WWI - The Western Front)
	Source 5: Infantry marching to the front line across a track of wooden boards. Smashed G.S. Wagons lie on either side. Frank Hurley.
[image: http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/_DAMl/image/18/149/a479011r.jpg]
11. Infantry marching ahead in single file to the front line Digital Order Number: a479011
http://www.acmssearch.sl.nsw.gov.au/search/itemDetailPaged.cgi?itemID=423850



	Source 6: Aerial photograph of the German trench system on the Western Front.
[image: http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/_DAMl/image/22/124/a187062r.jpg]
The pictorial panorama of the Great War: embracing Egypt, Gallipoli, Palestine, France, Belgium, Germany and the Navy -- from an exhibition of war photographs in natural colour 
Digital Order Number: a187062
http://www.acmssearch.sl.nsw.gov.au/search/itemDetailPaged.cgi?itemID=126525

	QUESTIONS

	Identify one historical fact about the nature of warfare in World War I from each source.

	Source
	Historical fact

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	

	6
	

	Using sources 1 to 6 identify causes of death and injury by the enemy.

	Cause of death by enemy
	Cause of injury by enemy

	


	



	Using sources 1 to 6 identify causes of death and injury by factors other than the enemy.

	Cause of death by
other factors
	Cause of injury by
other factors

	
	

	In Source 1 what is Ernest de Mouncy’s opinion of someone who is slightly wounded?

	In Source 3 what conditions is Archibald Barwick describing that can also be seen in Source 4?

	In Source 6 locate the trench system in the aerial photo. How did you identify it?

	How reliable are these sources as evidence of the war on the Western Front? Complete the table below.

	Source
	Reliability? Explain the reasons for your conclusion

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	

	6
	



	Use sources 1 to 6 and your own research to explain the significance of the campaigns on the Western Front to the outcome of World War I (300 words).




	Background notes for teachers

	Share the following background information with students prior to completing learning activity:
Advances in military technology before World War I meant that all the advantages were with a defensive force. If you dug in you could mow down any attackers with machine guns and high explosives, though this was not fully understood at the time.

The technology of flight was still in its infancy so though still dangerous, unlike in World War II, the power of aerial attack was not devastating to a static defensive line. Armour also could not be used to smash such a line until later in the war. Tanks were not invented until 1916 and even then they were unreliable and subject to breakdown.

This changing balance meant that, in places where an army could not go around entrenched enemy soldiers, they had to dig in opposite them and then try surging attacks to break the position.

When the German advance on Paris was halted early in World War I the Germans simply established trench lines on occupied Belgian and French soil. These lines would eventually stretch from the English Channel to the border of neutral Switzerland. The area became known as the Western Front because it was Germany’s western front line in the war. The Allies could not go around this line so they had to go through it in order to liberate neutral Belgium which was already occupied by Germany.

Battles developed which resulted in hundreds of thousands of casualties on both sides but with little territorial gain; the Germans were largely able to maintain the position of these lines until 1918. Over 290 000 Australians fought on this front and over 45 000 were killed or died of their wounds on the Western Front during the war.

A soldier of the Western Front became familiar with the dangers of being shot by machine gun or sniper or of being shelled both by high explosives and poisonous gas. A new medical condition surfaced which became known as ‘shell shock’, where soldiers suffered severe psychological trauma that manifested itself in physical symptoms. The soldiers fought like this for over four years, alternately living in trenches and behind the lines in billets, facing death, through the mud, snow and heat of the changing seasons. 



	NSW Syllabus for the Australian Curriculum History K - 10



	Outcomes
	Historical Skills
	Historical concepts

	HT5-1 explains and assesses the historical forces and factors that shaped the modern world and Australia

HT5-4 explains and analyses the causes and effects of events and developments in the modern world and Australia

HT5-5 identifies and evaluates the usefulness of sources in the historical inquiry process
HT5-9 applies a range of relevant historical terms and concepts when communicating an understanding of the past
HT5-10 selects and uses appropriate oral, written, visual and digital forms to communicate effectively about the past for different audiences

	Comprehension: chronology, terms and concepts
read and understand historical texts
use historical terms and concepts in appropriate contexts (ACHHS165, ACHHS183)
Analysis and use of sources
evaluate the reliability and usefulness of primary and secondary sources for a specific historical inquiry (ACHHS171, ACHHS189)
Perspectives and interpretations
identify and analyse the reasons for different perspectives in a particular historical context (ACHHS172, ACHHS173, ACHHS190, ACHHS191)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Empathetic understanding
interpret history within the context of the actions, values, attitudes and motives of people in the context of the past (ACHHS172, ACHHS173, ACHHS190, ACHHS191)
Explanation and communication
develop historical texts, particularly explanations and historical arguments that use evidence from a range of sources (ACHHS174, ACHHS188, ACHHS192)
	Cause and effect: events, decisions and developments in the past that produce later actions, results or effects

Perspectives: people from the past may have had different views and experiences

Empathetic understanding: the ability to understand another’s point of view, way of life and decisions made in a different period of time or society
Significance: the importance of an event, development, group or individual and their impact on their times and/or later periods

	Learning across the curriculum

	Numeracy
Civics and citizenship
Ethical understanding 
Difference and diversity
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